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ABSTRACT 

Teacher certif icat ion is the education system' s 
process for assuring that public school teachers possess minimmn 
qualifications. Each state determines its own certification 
standards* Increased mobility among teachers suggests that teacher 
candidates should have information about general requirements for 
certif ieation and where to locate particular state requirements. This 
digest provides information on the purpose of certification^ types of 
certification, certification requirements, how to obtain information 
about requirements, and prospects for change in requirements. 
References are included. (JD) 
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Teacher Certification 



Tiachtr etrtifioaUon ii the education iystem'i proctis for 
ftssurinf that public ichool ^achtn pcBs@a minirTitim 
qUaliric&UQns. Each itate dtttrmins itJ own eeftjfjc&tjon 
siandaFda, Increased mobjljiy among leBchers sugftiiU that 
teacher candidates should have Information about gtneral 
requlremtnts for certification and wheFe to locate paFticuiar 
state requlfementSi This digt^t provids Infof matlon on 
csflincatlon pui'p^ and ^pes. how to obtain Information 
about requirements, and prospects for change in requirements. 

The PurpcHa of CertiflcaUdn 

Certification Is a pfocss by whleh the staU evaluates the 
credentials of pr^pectlve teachers to ensure that they meet the 
professional standu^ds set by the state education agency, 
Certincatlon ratifies the quality of teachers* ^m^tence in 
sybjecl area^ educational methodoloipr, t^^hlnf skills, and 
poitntlal claairoom. management ability (Roth and Mastatn 

Clooely linked to certification Is state pmfram appmval 
or institutional approvali which Is the state's proc@s of 
evatuatlns schools^ coHef^ and department of education. The 
purpo^ of such approva) is to ensure a common curriculum 
framework and prof@sloii&l standards so that the state's 
teacher education programs pr^uce gTaduata who meet thi 
state's certification requirement 

Some sUt@ have de^' eloped their own standards for the 
approval of Individual teacher preparation proframs; however, 
the m^t commonly used standards art those which have been 
developed by the Natienal A^«iatlon of S^^e Dlf^tora of 
Teacher Education and Certlfieatlon (NABDTEC) and have 
been In the prpcsn of almost constant rf^'lslon for the past 3S 
years. 

The Interstate Peclprocfty Compact, initiated In 1939, 
provide for graduate of approved teacher education 
programs In one participating state to be panted a certlfleate 
In another participating state. Of the 37 states that have p»sed 
reciprocity legislation, 33 state sup^rlntindent& have ilgned 
legal contracts which allow the granting of cartlflcats and 
facilitate the movement of tochers a^^as at^te lines. 

Many sUtes have certifleatlon proeedurM and/or criteria 
mandated by state legislature and/or set by state boards of 
education, particularly since 1980, ^rtification ii a legal 
proc@s. Criteria for certincation. however, have prof^lonal 
origins^ and the state department of education's teacher 
certirication division carries out the prociU (Roth and Mas tain 
i9Mh Some writers have made a dlstlnctloh between 
certification and llcensurti If oiftificatlon validate a person's 
skills as a teachsr and licensure pravid^ for a proe^ '^hleh 
permits teaching (Shu I man and Bykm l^Kh then ^ licensing^ 
appropriately d^rlbe the process In most states because it Is 
a review of a paper application to verll^ that ts^he'' 
preparatory minim urns have been met. The terminol^f 
consistently y^d, however, is -certification' or "cf^enUallng^ 
(see Roth and MasUln iBUi Burks AAGT& 1936). 

Certification requirements differ nationwide, NASDTEC 
publish^ the Manual on Cert^keUion and PrtpaF&tioH 
Edueationed ^rsonnet in the UnUed St^a (Roth and Mas^'ri 
1984 h which d^ribs ea!^h state's requirernente, 

Typ«l of Teacher CeFtlficatioii 

Most statis require that teacher candidate have 
graduated from a regionally accredit^ higher ^ucatlon 
Institution and provide automatic cailficatlon for a candidate 
who has completed an approved teacher education propane 
iome stated will also grant certificate to applicants who hav^ 
completed teacher preparation progf anu approved by the 
National Council for the Aocr^ltatlon of Tocher Edycatlon 
(NCATB), In addition, many sUte raqulrt that tht cAndlda^ 
achieve satlsf^tory scores on state^r^ulred tets for beginning 
teachers. All states al^ have a'^credit count" proc^ L,' 
quillfylng for a certificate. An analysis of the collet 
transcript is eomplet^ m verify that the specific coursework 
required Is met Provisional or tempormi^ certificate are 



issued while the applicant Is completing the requirements for 
full certification. 

All states have separate certiricition for teachers, 
admin istratoi^ and other school proftssionals such as 
librarians, v^atlonal educa^rsip reading specialists, and 
counselOi^i Mrat offer certification specific to subject area anU 
grade level, although the rmnge of categorize grade levels 
often varl^ among the staEa« Ejementary sch^l may be 
defined as K-B, I'g. or 1^; middle schyol Is Mited variously m 4- 
3, 3^9. Of 74: high school ranges from 6*12 to 10^12. Initial 
certification duration also varies, fit»m a on^ to three-year 
provisional eertlfleate in several states to a ten^year 
profsskmal or permanent certlflcaie In Iowa, rrovisional 
certincnte renewal may require satisfactory completion of an 
Induction program for beginning teachem renewal of other 
certificate may require pioof of recent college credit In 
specific content ar^ or of specific duration. The initial 
certincate's Nfetinne is not Indicative of typ^ Kentucky calls Its 
ten^yesr initial certificate '^provisional" (Burks 198€^ 

Most sUtes issue emer^n<^ credentials to teachei^ who do 
not nneet the ststo'i mlnlmatn reqaiff ments for a regular 
credential (Roth snd Mastaln i984)i Some states allow 
altematlvi teacher etrtlfication fot' people who have not 
completed college er uni^rslty teacher education programi. 
For example, Ic^ school d^MtS In California can prepare 
teacher trainees wl» revive credentials from the state just as 
graduats from institutional programs do {EH!C Digent 1 
idii)i IncreMingiy, stats also offer provisional or 
protationuy certlficata tor ^lacher graduate who participate 
In spcmsored Induction or Internship programs. 

CertificMloti RtqulFefiieiitt 

An ejcamjnation of certiflaiMon requirements listed by 
NAi&FEC(Roth and Mastaln IfMi AACTG 1936^ and Burks 
1936) yields tbi following Information. All stat^ require the 
teacher applicant to have ^mpUted a bachelor's de^ee and a 
statt^appr^ed teacher education pr^^am or the "credit count'* 
oounework requirements. Some state specify a minimum 
number of credit hc^rs to be earned In certain academic 
cubiect& Most require a recommendation from the applicant's 
undergraduate institution and no^ized eople of college 
tnnseripts and of any previously ^ued tMher certificates. 
California rtqulre fingf rprtnta, H'dW Jersey requires an "Oath 
of Allefflance.^ West Virginia md Hawaii require no 
appliatlon fe^ California rtquire more than $30 In feel, 
Aqulrementi for certifkatlon rtinewai also differ among the 
state and may iticlude utisfactory completion of a beginning, 
teacher induction pre^am. a sp^lfled number of iraduate 
cr^lt hourSi or specified advanced eoursework. 

Twen^^sis state require ej<aminaUons for certification. 
The Nattonal Taiehee* Examlnatbfi (NTE) Is u^ met often, 
twelve state have mandated examination requirements for 
certification that must be implemented no later than 10ti9, 
Only four state have no examination requirement for entry 
Into or exit from a teacher education prc^ram (AACTE i93B|, 

How to Obtain Ciarrent Certllllcatloit Requirements 

The met reliable teacher ertlfication information source 
for any state Is the teacher credentiallng office of the state's 
educulon department Forty^lx states refer certification 
Inquirie Vo their teacher cs'tincation office, located In the 
bep^mentof Education or rublie Instruction. California and 
Or^n have tether jlceniing commletons that are ^parate 
from the state department of education^ Mlnneota issue 
certlflaition information from the Pet^nnel Licensing and 
Place ment Office In Illinois* the Sttte B^rd of Iducailen, 
Certification Plaeiment ^ectloru offers the information. 

In addition to the NASDTEC Manuals another reliable 
source of state etrtlficaMon information Is Requimimttit fur 
Certiftcaiiom an annual publication of Chicago Univeriity 
Fres (Burks imB}. 
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Requireitients EjipMled to Dev^loo'' 

with ihtl^™"- ^^""^ increiiiiigly important 
Zuw ;u in public Mncern tor teacigqualitj,- ancd 

with the recognition that taachm., like the ratof iwiety l»ave 
become more mobila. The goal ot N'CATE aidoEher n«lor»al 
teacher educaiion organizations is to inatituli teacher 
preparation programs In all states which wiUproduce 
"^U^nS'J*' acceptable uandidatM for teacharcirtlficatlon 

Tht latet proposal for improvirig teacher certification 
procps^ comt^ from the Carnegie Porum on Education s^d 
th4 Economy s Tmk F orae on Teaching bb m Mmion. lis 
mueh;publiciiad report, -A Nation Prapared; Teachers for ^hm 
dm Centura- includes a national cimiWon plan A. 

natignal certification board, sup^rttd and aiiiatid by the 
teaching prof^ion, would define and wintNi Wards for the 
profesiional practice of teaching (Shulman m^^km IBM} 
National certification is propoied m % voiuritofyprec^ure fchmt 
vi'ould pi^f^ionally enhance EeschiN* crediiiiili by adding 
to, but not replacing, state certification, ^hulniiiiand Sykm 
provide general content and format P^p^sfor ev^uatior* 
procedure to be used in a national cmirmmpmm$ 
iit.ol.?^^^'^^^ Teachers," the reeatit HoiraGroup report 
{wmh alsoexpFi^scs concern for the pr^vailjng diversify of 
certification procedures nationwide. This froupof educa^iorm 
dewis from r^arch universiti^ proftos^ thisriation of 
nationaily sUuidardbed examinationa to b% raiiired for all 
banning teiche^i'S. 

Both the Holnn^ and Carnegie reports Midtr nation^ 
control of the certtncation proctii as the bmt to achieve 
standardized teacher cM^iilcation. National cirtifieation al» 
would provide a forum for the incrm^ed ^inidpiiion by 
proffssio^ eduction organizatlona iti eatablilng itandar ^ 
ana eertification proctdurm* For eicamplt, UiiAmgrican 
Awcialion of College for Teacher Edueatlwj(AACTE) 
^cepted Urn national certineatlon oonQipi at 1^1986 annu^ 
meetiiig. AACTE is sty dying the propo^ chinp in 
certification rtquifements and how they will m teacter 
^ucation programi. Th# group intends to Usueiiiport in 
Februanr 1987. The Annerican Ped^ation of »e^ and itmm 
r^ational Edueation Afsociation also endoried tin nation^ 
certification bDard concept at their 1986 convintlsns. The 
pr^iden^ of th^ two teachers' uniof^ wtre nimid in 
September 19^ to Carnegie's natloi»l-board pimning groups 
A national certification board is expected to beprating by 
iummer 1987 {Eduction Week 10 September 1136) 
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